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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.179 

monitoring reporting program as di-
rected by the SRD. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 78781, Dec. 27, 2013; 79 FR 19495, Apr. 9, 
2014] 

§ 622.177 Gear identification. 
(a) Sea bass pots and associated buoys— 

(1) Sea bass pots. A sea bass pot used or 
possessed in the South Atlantic EEZ 
between 35°15.19′ N. lat. (due east of 
Cape Hatteras Light, NC) and 28°35.1′ N. 
lat. (due east of the NASA Vehicle As-
sembly Building, Cape Canaveral, FL), 
or a sea bass pot on board a vessel with 
a commercial permit for South Atlan-
tic snapper-grouper, must have a valid 
identification tag issued by the RA at-
tached. 

(2) Associated buoys. In the South At-
lantic EEZ, buoys are not required to 
be used, but, if used, each buoy must 
display the official number and color 
code assigned by the RA so as to be 
easily distinguished, located, and iden-
tified. 

(3) Presumption of ownership. A sea 
bass pot in the EEZ will be presumed 
to be the property of the most recently 
documented owner. This presumption 
will not apply with respect to such pots 
that are lost or sold if the owner re-
ports the loss or sale within 15 days to 
the RA. 

(4) Unmarked sea bass pots or buoys. 
An unmarked sea bass pot or a buoy 
deployed in the EEZ where such pot or 
buoy is required to be marked is illegal 
and may be disposed of in any appro-
priate manner by the Assistant Admin-
istrator or an authorized officer. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.178 At-sea observer coverage. 
(a) Required coverage. (1) A vessel for 

which a Federal commercial vessel per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
or a charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued must carry a NMFS-ap-
proved observer, if the vessel’s trip is 
selected by the SRD for observer cov-
erage. Vessel permit renewal is contin-
gent upon compliance with this para-
graph (a)(1). 

(2) Any other vessel that fishes for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in the 
South Atlantic EEZ must carry a 
NMFS-approved observer, if the ves-

sel’s trip is selected by the SRD for ob-
server coverage. 

(b) Notification to the SRD. When ob-
server coverage is required, an owner 
or operator must advise the SRD in 
writing not less than 5 days in advance 
of each trip of the following: 

(1) Departure information (port, 
dock, date, and time). 

(2) Expected landing information 
(port, dock, and date). 

(c) Observer accommodations and ac-
cess. An owner or operator of a vessel 
on which a NMFS-approved observer is 
embarked must: 

(1) Provide accommodations and food 
that are equivalent to those provided 
to the crew. 

(2) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s communications 
equipment and personnel upon request 
for the transmission and receipt of 
messages related to the observer’s du-
ties. 

(3) Allow the observer access to and 
use of the vessel’s navigation equip-
ment and personnel upon request to de-
termine the vessel’s position. 

(4) Allow the observer free and unob-
structed access to the vessel’s bridge, 
working decks, holding bins, weight 
scales, holds, and any other space used 
to hold, process, weigh, or store fish. 

(5) Allow the observer to inspect and 
copy the vessel’s log, communications 
logs, and any records associated with 
the catch and distribution of fish for 
that trip. 

§ 622.179 Conservation measures for 
protected resources. 

(a) South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
commercial vessels and charter vessels/ 
headboats—(1) Sea turtle conservation 
measures. (i) The owner or operator of a 
vessel for which a commercial vessel 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper or a charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, as required 
under §§ 622.170(a)(1) and 622.170(b)(1), 
respectively, and whose vessel has on 
board any hook-and-line gear, must 
post inside the wheelhouse, or within a 
waterproof case if no wheelhouse, a 
copy of the document provided by 
NMFS titled, ‘‘Careful Release Proto-
cols for Sea Turtle Release With Mini-
mal Injury,’’ and must post inside the 
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wheelhouse, or in an easily viewable 
area if no wheelhouse, the sea turtle 
handling and release guidelines pro-
vided by NMFS. 

(ii) Such owner or operator must also 
comply with the sea turtle bycatch 
mitigation measures, including gear 
requirements and sea turtle handling 
requirements, specified in Appendix F 
to this part. 

(iii) Those permitted vessels with a 
freeboard height of 4 ft (1.2 m) or less 
must have on board and must use a 
dipnet, cushioned/support device, 
short-handled dehooker, long-nose or 
needle-nose pliers, bolt cutters, 
monofilament line cutters, and at least 
two types of mouth openers/mouth 
gags. This equipment must meet the 
specifications described in Appendix F 
to this part. Those permitted vessels 
with a freeboard height of greater than 
4 ft (1.2 m) must have on board a 
dipnet, cushioned/support device, long- 
handled line clipper, a short-handled 
and a long-handled dehooker, a long- 
handled device to pull an inverted ‘‘V’’, 
long-nose or needle-nose pliers, bolt 
cutters, monofilament line cutters, and 
at least two types of mouth openers/ 
mouth gags. This equipment must 
meet the specifications described in 
Appendix F to this part. 

(2) Smalltooth sawfish conservation 
measures. The owner or operator of a 
vessel for which a commercial vessel 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper or a charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, as required 
under §§ 622.170(a)(1) and 622.170(b)(1), 
respectively, that incidentally catches 
a smalltooth sawfish must— 

(i) Keep the sawfish in the water at 
all times; 

(ii) If it can be done safely, untangle 
the line if it is wrapped around the 
saw; 

(iii) Cut the line as close to the hook 
as possible; and 

(iv) Not handle the animal or at-
tempt to remove any hooks on the saw, 
except with a long-handled dehooker. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.180 Prohibited gear and methods. 

Also see § 622.9 for additional prohib-
ited gear and methods that apply more 

broadly to multiple fisheries or in 
some cases all fisheries. 

(a) Poisons. A poison may not be used 
to fish for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper in the South Atlantic EEZ. 

(b) Rebreathers and spearfishing gear. 
In the South Atlantic EEZ, a person 
using a rebreather may not harvest 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper with 
spearfishing gear. The possession of 
such snapper-grouper while in the 
water with a rebreather is prima facie 
evidence that such fish was harvested 
with spearfishing gear while using a re-
breather. 

(c) Longlines for wreckfish. A bottom 
longline may not be used to fish for 
wreckfish in the South Atlantic EEZ. 
A person aboard a vessel that has a 
longline on board may not retain a 
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ. For the purposes of this para-
graph, a vessel is considered to have a 
longline on board when a power-oper-
ated longline hauler, a cable of diame-
ter suitable for use in the longline fish-
ery longer than 1.5 mi (2.4 km) on any 
reel, and gangions are on board. Re-
moval of any one of these three ele-
ments constitutes removal of a 
longline. 

§ 622.181 Prohibited and limited-har-
vest species. 

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Prohibited species. (1) Goliath 
grouper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic EEZ. Goli-
ath grouper taken in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ incidentally by hook-and-line 
must be released immediately by cut-
ting the line without removing the fish 
from the water. 

(2) Red snapper. Red snapper may not 
be harvested or possessed in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ, except if 
NMFS determines a limited amount of 
red snapper may be harvested or pos-
sessed in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ, as specified in § 622.193(y). Red 
snapper caught in the South Atlantic 
EEZ must be released immediately 
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